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OVERVIEW 



This publication provides information about the cost of attending Pennsylvania colleges and 
universities. It lists tuition and required fees for undergraduate, graduate and first-professional programs, 
as well as room and board charges by institution. In addition, historical data by institutional category for 
the past 10 years is provided and compared with the average increase in the Consumer Price Index 
during the same period. National data by state, as well as a graphic presentation of these costs for 
selected neighboring states, compares how Pennsylvania ranked in relation to these states. 

The source of this data is an annual survey of 145 Pennsylvania colleges and universities. An 
estimate is provided for one nonresponding institution. In addition, the data for branch campuses, where 
available, is also provided. National data was drawn from the results of a survey conducted by the U. S. 
Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). Consumer price indices were 
obtained from the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
1995-96 



INSTITUTIONAL CATEGORY 


AVERAGE UNDERGRADUATE 
IN-STATE TUITION, FEES, 
ROOM AND BOARD, 1 995-96 
(NEAREST $100) 


AVERAGE YEARLY 
INCREASE OVER 
1 0-YEAR PERIOD 


State Universities 


$ 7,500 


7.2 % 


State-Related Commonwealth Universities 


9,700 


5.9 % 


Community Colleges . . . .' 


1,800 1/ 


5.6 % 


Private State-Aided Institutions 


21,300 


8.1 % 


Private Colleges and Universities 


18,000 


7.6 % 


Theological Seminaries 


6,200 


4.1 % 


Private Two-Year Colleges 


13,000 


6.8 % 


State School of Technology 


8,200 


- 



V In-district tuition and required fees only. 

Note: Average yearly increase over 10-year period for the Thaddeus Stevens State School of Technology is not included because 
this school was not authorized to grant associate degrees prior to passage of Act 211 of 1990. 
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...on average, the cost of attending college in Pennsylvania exceeded the increase in the CPI... 



FIGURE 1 

AVERAGE ANNUAL INCREASE IN UNDERGRADUATE IN-STATE BASIC STUDENT CHARGES VS THE CPI 

1986-87 THROUGH 1995-96 



15% -i 



10% -I 
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State-Related Commonwealth Universities 
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Private Colleges and Universities 
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Private Two-Year Colleges 

CPI 




Note: Average annual increase in undergraduate in-state basic student charges for the Thaddeus Stevens State School of 

Technology is not included because this school was not authorized to grant associate degrees prior to passage of Act 21 1 
of 1990. 

The average annual increase in undergraduate in-state basic student charges (tuition, required fees, 
and room and board) for each institutional category was higher than the average increase in the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the past 10 years. For example, during the period July 1985 through June 
1995, the CPI rose an average of 3.6% annually (1982-84=100.0), whereas the average increase in basic 
student charges between 1986-87 and 1995-96 ranged between 4.1% for theological seminaries and 
8.1% for private state-aided institutions. 
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...state universities had the largest percentage increase in undergraduate in-state tuition and required fees since 1986-87... 
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theological seminaries, 1.9%; and private two-year colleges, 0.3%. 



...state universities had the highest average annual increase in undergraduate in-state tuition and 
required fees over the past 10 years... 



FIGURE 2 

AVERAGE ANNUAL INCREASE IN UNDERGRADUATE IN-STATE TUITION AND REQUIRED FEES 

1986-87 THROUGH 1995-96 
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Note: Average annual increase in undergraduate in-slate tuition and required fees for the Thaddeus Stevens State School of 

Technology is not included because this school was not authorized to grant associate degrees prior to passage of Act 21 1 of 
1990. 

Among public institutions, state universities had the highest average annual increase in 
undergraduate in-state tuition and required fees since 1986-87. Specifically, the increases were: state 
universities, 8.3%; state-related commonwealth universities, 6.5%; and community colleges, 5.6%. For 
private institutions, the increases were: private colleges and universities, 8.2%; private state-aided 
institutions, 7.9%; private two-year colleges, 7.7%; and theological seminaries, 4.9%. 
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private two-year colleges, 8.1%; state school of technology, 7.1%; state-related commonwealth universities, 5.0%; private colleges and universities, 
4.1%; state universities and private state-aided institutions, each 3.3%. 



...private state-aided institutions had the highest average annual increase in room and board 
charges for the past 10 years... 



FIGURE 3 

AVERAGE ANNUAL INCREASE IN ROOM AND BOARD CHARGES 
1986-87 THROUGH 1995-96 
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Note: Average annual increase in room and board charges for the Thaddeus Stevens State School of Technology is not included 

because this school was not authorized to grant associate degrees prior to passage of Act 211 of 1 990. 

With the exception of theological seminaries, the average increases in room and board charges 
were higher than the average increase in the Consumer Price Index (3.6%) during the past decade. The 
smallest average increase was at the theological seminaries (2.6%) while percentages for the remaining 
categories ranged from 5.1% to 8.7%. 
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With the exception of theological seminaries and private two-year colleges, increases in basic student charges were greater than the 
increase in the Consumer Price Index (2.9%). Increases at community colleges jumped 6.6%, while increases at the state school of technology, 
private colleges and universities, state-related commonwealth universities, private state-aided institutions and state universities were 5.9%, 5.1%, 
5.0%, 4.4% and 4.2%, respectively. Private two-year colleges had an increase of 2.9%, while theological seminaries decreased by 1 .2%. 



...average undergraduate basic student charges at Pennsylvania four-year institutions were higher 
than the national average... 



FIGURE 4 



AVERAGE UNDERGRADUATE BASIC STUDENT CHARGES IN FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTIONS 
UNITED STATES, PENNSYLVANIA, AND SELECTED NEIGHBORING STATES 

1994-95 
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (unpublished data) 

Pennsylvania had the fourth highest charges among four-year public institutions in the nation in 
1994-95. Pennsylvania institutions charged on the average $8,664 against the national average of 
$6,674. All the neighboring states listed exceeded the national average. The average for Pennsylvania 
private four-year colleges and universities was the ninth highest. These institutions charged on the 
average $19,035 compared to the national average of $16,646. Only Ohio, of the neighboring states, had 
charges lower than the national average. 
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Allentown Campus 5,094 7,878 

Altoona Campus 5,094 7,878 

Beaver Campus 5,094 7,878 

Berks Campus 5,094 7,878 

Delaware County Campus 5,094 7,878 
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APPENDIX B 



TUITION AND REQUIRED FEES FOR FIRST-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 

1995-96 





IN-STATE 


CHIROPRACTIC 




Pennsylvania College of Chiropractic 


$8,220 


DENTISTRY 


Temple University 


17,672 


University of Pittsburgh 


17,279 


University of Pennsylvania 


First and Second Year 


29.528 


Upper Class 


29,603 


Advanced 


31,738 


LAW 


Dickinson School of Law 


13,900 


Duquesne University 


Day 


12,835 


Evening 


9,821 


Temple University 


8,000 


University of Pennsylvania 


21,997 


University of Pittsburgh 


10,905 


Viflanova University 


17,170 


Widener University 


15,930 


MEDICINE 


Medical College of PA and Hahnemann University 


23,000 


Pennsylvania Stale University 


15,724 


Temple University 


20,392 


Thomas Jefferson University 


24,500 


University of Pennsylvania 


25,813 


University of Pittsburgh 


18,585 


OPTOMETRY 


Pennsylvania College of Optometry 


13,670 


OSTEOPATHY 


\jfre Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine 


20,400 


Philadelphia Coflege of Osteopathic Medicine 


20,750 


PHARMACY 


Duquesne University 


11,142 


Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science 


12,450 



OUT-OF-STATE 



Temple University 
University of Pittsburgh 

PODIATRY 

Pennsylvania College of Podiatric Medicine 



8,354 

8,399 



18,690 



$8,220 



25,344 

24.717 

29,528 

29,603 

31,738 



13,900 

12.835 

9,821 

14,514 

21,997 

16,655 

17,170 

15,930 



23,000 

22,642 

25,495 

24,500 

25,813 

24,713 



18,9201/ 



20,400 

20,750 



11,142 

12,450 

13,614 

11,461 



19,730 
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APPENDIX B 



TUITION AND REQUIRED FEES FOR FIRST-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 

1995-96 





IN-STATE 


OUT-OF-STATE 


THEOLOGY 






Academy of the New Church 


$4,200 


$4,200 


Baptist Bible College and Seminary 


4,468 


4,468 


Biblical Theological Seminary 


5.157 


5,157 


Calvary Baptist Theological Seminary 


3.740 


3,740 


Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 


6,960 


6,960 


Evangelical School of Theology 


4,575 


4,575 


Faith Theological Seminary 


4,000 


4,000 


Lancaster Theological Seminary 


5,905 


5,905 


Lutheran Theological Seminary-Gettysburg 


5.695 


5,695 


Lutheran Theological Seminary-Phitadelphia 


6,480 


6,480 


Moravian College (Moravian Theological Seminary) 


7,036 


7,036 


Philadelphia Theological Seminary, 


5,025 


5.025 


Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 


6,432 


6,432 


Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 


7,527 


7,527 


Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary 


4,200 


4,200 


Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary 


6,000 


6,000 


Saint Tikhon's Orthodox Theological Seminary 


2,060 


2,060 


Saint Vincent College (Saint Vincent Seminary) 


7,490 


7,490 


Seminary of the East 


6,116 


6,116 


Trinity Episcopal for Ministry 


4,490 


4,490 


Westminster Theological Seminary 


7,715 


7,715 


VETERINARY MEDICINE 


University of Pennsylvania 


20,268 2/ 


24.102 



1/ Possible reduction of $4,000-$6,650 in tuition for students from contract states. 
2/ Tuition and required fees for students from contract states and Pennsylvania. 
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APPENDIX D 



GLOSSARY 



BASIC STUDENT CHARGES - Includes tuition, required fees and room and board charges for a full-time 
undergraduate, graduate or first-professional educational program. 

BOARD CHARGES - Charges for a 7-day meal plan. Where a 7-day meal plan is not available, 6-day or 5- 
day meal plans are used in calculating the averages. The averages do not include board charges 
at branch campuses. 

CONTRACT STATE - A state having a contract with a Pennsylvania college for which students are charged 
a reduced tuition for certain programs. The contract state for the University of Pennsylvania is 
Puerto Rico. For the Pennsylvania College of Optometry, the contract states are Delaware, 
Nebraska, North Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. 

FIRST-PROFESSIONAL STUDENT - A student who is enrolled in a professional school or program that 
requires at least two academic years of college work for entrance and a total of at least six years 
for a degree. 

REQUIRED FEES - Fees required of all students or by such a large portion of students that someone not 
paying the particular fee is an exception. 

ROOM CHARGES - Charges based on double occupancy for a full academic year. The averages do not 
include room charges at branch campuses. 

TUITION - The typical nine-month charge for a full-time student. Calculated averages include full-time in- 
state students (from sponsoring districts for community colleges) attending day school at the main 
campus. An exception to the main campus rule is the inclusion of the first-professional medical 
program at the Pennsylvania State University, Hershey Medical Center. As an additional note, 
community college charges for in-state students residing in nonsponsoring districts are 
approximately twice the listed amount for in-state students in sponsoring districts. Excluded from 
calculated averages are those charges listed on a credit hour or per course basis. 



APPENDIX E 



SOURCES 



1 . Basic Student Charges (Community Colleges Only) (PDE-2068) 

2. Basic Student Charges (PDE-2069) 

3. Monthly Summary of CPI News Releases, July 1985 - June 1995, U.S. Department of Labor, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

4. U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (unpublished data). 
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NONRESPONDENT 
(Data Estimated) 



Faith Theological Seminary 
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